
    
Letter from the President  

I hope everyone had a wonderful winter vacation!  
Hopefully a ll the germs whic h were floa ting a round 
sc hool have had a c hanc e to run their c ourse 
and be gone; and we will look forward to a hea lthy 
and Happy New Year.  I c an't believe it is a lready 
2010!   

We have lots of wonderful things p lanned for the 
rema inder of the sc hool year.  Jr. Olymp ic s is just 
around the corner, so get ready all you 4th, 5th and 
6th graders!  Nominee forms for the PTA's Honora ry 
Servic e Awards will be c oming out soon.  Please 
nominate someone who you think does an 
outstanding job at Garden Grove.    

It looks like good news for the Spring Carniva l as we 
have a Cha irperson and the p lanning has sta rted .  
If you would like to help p lease let me or Shannon 
Langbehn know.  We have some grea t assemblies 
p lanned and some family nights in the works.  The 
yearbook is in p roduc tion, so don't forget to order 
yours.  (Quantities will be limited this year.)   

There a re many opportunities to help out.  If  you 
a re interested , p lease let your c hild 's teac her, the 
office staff or a PTA Board member know.  

-Deanna Smith, PTA President    

Box Tops/Campbell’s Labels 

  

Our c urrent Box Top c ha llenge ended Jan. 15th.   
Prizes will be awarded in Marc h.  Our goa l this year 
is 12,000 and so fa r we have turned in 8,366.  Keep 
c lipp ing and look for our next Box Top Challenge 
beginning March 15-May 10th.  Always include your  
students and teac hers name so they will be 
credited.                                ~Laurie Cox 

   
BOGO Book Fair 

WOW! Buy One and Get One Free?  That is 
exac tly what happened a t the fa ll Book Fa ir.  

The students were ab le to purc hase two books 
for the p ric e of one.  I am sure there was a lot of 
read ing over winter b reak.  What a wonderful way 
to keep on read ing!  The PTA wants to persona lly 
thank everyone involved who made the Book Fair a 
wonderful suc c ess from our pa rent volunteers to our 
custodians.  Further, thank you to our Parents, 
Grandparents, Aunts and Unc les of this wonderful 
school.  Without your c ontinued support of grea t 
p rograms like this, they would not be ava ilab le to 
our c hild ren.   Look for the next Book Fa ir to head 
our way in the sp ringtime.  Just in time for your 
SUMMER read ing!                               ~Shannon 
Langbehn  

Service Award Nominations 

  

It’s that time of year again to honor members of our 
sc hool and c ommunity with servic e awards.  The 
Honorary Service Award, Continuing Service Award, 
Very Spec ia l Person Award , and , the Golden Oak 
Awards will be p resented .  This is your opportunity to 
recognize and honor those peop le who a re spec ia l 
to your c hild or the c ommunity.  Information and 
nomination forms were sent home on January 14th.  
They need to be filled in and returned to the PTA by 
February 12Th. 

 

~Laurie Cox 

    

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE! 
www.gardengrovepta.org

 

where you c an find all 
the la test information on PTA and sc hool events.  
You c an a lso ac c ess the site by first going to the 
sc hool's website, www.gardengrove.simi.k12.ca.us, 
then c lic king on "PTA" in the ma in menu.  
Information on Garden Grove's PTA Website 
inc ludes PTA's c a lendar of events, membership 
information, volunteering and fundra ising 
opportunities, issues of Tiger Ta lk, and more.  
Bookmark the site and c hec k bac k often as it gets 
updated with new information!       

~Julie Johnson, Web Master 
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SPECIAL NEEDS PARENTS 
We had our first Spec ia l Needs Parent Meeting on 
Dec ember 9th and a lthough it was a small g roup , it 
was informative and enc ourag ing to those who 
attended.  The ultimate goal of these meetings is to: 
c rea te awareness by p rovid ing help ful information, 
keep parents involved , ma inta in open 
c ommunic a tion between parents and the sc hool, 
c rea te networking opportunities and form a 
“ buddy” system of upper grade parents with lower 
grade parents.  Some of the ideas the group c ame 
up with for future meetings were:  

 

IEPs 101  

 

Special Education 101  

 

Support for Siblings  

 

Defining Acronyms  

 

Quick Reference Resource List  

 

Regional Center Resources  

 

Starting on the ‘Right’ Foot  

 

Working with the District (Do’s & Don’ts)   

Our next meeting will be held on February 23rd from 
6:00 – 7:00 pm in the MPR room and will c over the 
top ic of IEPs.  Childc a re will be p rovided to those 
who a ttend this meeting and a ll future meetings.  
We hope to have these meetings on a regula r b i-
monthly basis going forward.  If you are interested in 
bec oming involved and would like to p rovide ideas 
and / or help with future meetings, p lease ema il 
Carol Ric hards, the c ommittee c ha ir, a t 
carol.richards@unionbank.com. 

Are you interested in getting 
involved in PTA Leadership? 

The PTA Nominating Committee is c urrently 
p reparing the list of Nominees for next year’ s 
Elec ted Exec utive PTA Board Members for Garden 
Grove.  A finalized list of Nominees will be posted by 
February 18th, p rior to the Marc h 18th PTA 
Assoc ia tion Meeting when the elec tion will take 
p lac e.  PTA is seeking and welc omes peop le who 
a re interested in getting involved and making an 
impac t a t Garden Grove while meeting other 
Garden Grove parents.  There a re a va riety of 
opportunities ava ilab le (inc lud ing many tha t a re 
not elec ted positions).  If you a re interested , p lease 
see Julie Johnson, Mic helle Kilmnic k, or Sue 
Apostolof ASAP.  You c an a lso leave a message for 
them in their ma ilboxes in the Tiger Den.  We 
welc ome your interest and look forward to your 
involvement! 

     
The Garden Grove PTA would like to thank 

our corporate sponsors: 

 
Bryon Keister 
Beyond Event Solutions 
bkeister@sbcglobal.net 

 
Carol Richards 
Union Bank 
(805) 522-3137 

 

Vince Richards 
Channel Contracting, Inc. 
(818) 625-6703 

 

*The mention of any business or servic e does not imp ly an 
endorsement by the Garden Grove PTA or Garden Grove 
Elementary School. 

  

Upcoming Events 

 

2/3:  6pm – ELAC Potluck 
2/5:  8:30am – K Pride Assembly; 1pm – 1st & 2nd  

Pride Assembly 
2/8 – 2/12:  For the Troops Collection; and, 6pm  

PTA Board Meeting 
2/15:  President’s Day (No School) 
2/22:  PTA Founder’s Day 
2/25:  12th District Association Meeting; and,  

Achieve Now Science Assembly &  
Family Night 

 

3/2:  Read Across America Day 
3/5:  8:30am – K Pride Assembly; 1pm – 1st & 2nd  

Pride Assembly 
3/8:  6pm – PTA Board Meeting 
3/11:  2nd Trimester Ends 
3/12:  No School (Teacher Preparation Day) 
3/18:  6:30pm – PTA Association Meeting, HSA &  

Elections 
3/23:  6:30pm – Rachel’s Challenge @ SVHS 
3/26:  End of 3rd Quarter 
3/30 – 31:  Parent Conferences (1:10 dismissal) 

 

4/1:  4th – 6th grade Trimester Awards 
4/2:  Local Holiday (No School) 
4/5 – 9:  Spring Break 
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